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stantinople and the mountains of the Caucasus. A na-
tion holding those two fortresses would indeed have been
strong. Secondly, the Armenians do not belong to the
Orthodox Church. The differences which divide them
from that communion may be absurdly trivial, but their
consequences are real and important. The average
Greek or Slav does not regard the Armenian as a brother
Christian. At the time of the Bulgarian "atrocities" the
Eussian peasantry were indignant at the idea of Pravo-
slavnys (Orthodox Christians) being slaughtered, but
the Armenian massacres of 1895-96 did not arouse any
popular indignation in Eussia. They were regarded as
shocking, just as a massacre of Catholics in China
might be shocking, but they did not seem to come nearer
home. Neither the Ecumenical Patriarch, nor any other
acknowledged authority of the Orthodox Church, dis-
played any practical indignation at these outrages.
Thirdly, the Armenians are a people of great commercial
and financial talents, supple and flexible as those must be
who wish to make others part with their money: stub-
born to heroism in preserving certain characteristics, but
wanting withal in t^e more attractive qualities, in artistic
sense, kindliness, and some (though not all) forms of
courage.77
"They are physically a fine race," said Sir Edwin
Pears (2). "The men are usually tall, well built and
powerful. The women have a healthy look about them
which suggests good motherhood. They are an ancient
people of the same Indo-European race as ourselves,
speaking an allied language. During long centuries they
held their own against Persians, Arabs, Turks, and
Kurds. Wherever they have had a fighting chance they
proved their courage. In the economic struggle for life
against alien races they and the Jews have managed to
hold their own; but, unlike the Jews, a large proportion
of them have remained tillers of the soil/'

